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HAPPY 25TH BIRTHDAY!

TS 2032 .. HOW'S YOU

As Special Events Magazine celebrates its 25th year covering special

By Lisa Hurley

It was September 1982. and alittl: publication called Special Bvents Magazine made its
debut. We started as a quarterly insert in our sister magazine, Rental Equipment Register, which

ioowers the tool and construction rental business.

Fast-forward 25 years to today, when Special Bvents Magnzine now reaches the event mdustry
worldwide with a print magazine, trade shows, conferences, an e-newsletter and a Web site that

generates 1 50,000 page views a month.

We've enjoyved spending our 25th year n publishing by profiling every month the event
industry professionals who have also been in this business for decades. But in this issue, rather
than taking a look back, weTe taking a look forward. We'll be 50 vears old in 2032; what will
special events look like then? Fasten vour seatbelts ..

In 2032 ...

What will decor look [Be?

"1 dan't st mmch danging. jost reinventions of old
thzmes. But this time, even this era—the sarly 21st cen-
tury—sill be considersd old, and theme parties will thrive
hased an the sachy 2000

“Deecor will all be based on wireless technalogies with an
edge that we now term ‘green,’ bot by 3032 will be the
standard —hopefully. Low wattage, low power, low

emissions, recycled produocts.”
Tom Berou, Torm Berom Presenrs, Lons Ageder

“It weill be all abomt wirhaal imagery that can
change throoghomt the lifes pan of the

event. Perhaps as the keynote speak-
er usss 4 bastball metaphor. the
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“We will hawve more costormems who will be able o afford
huzory and who bave goown ap with hooary. Today's
13 year-olds who are cekebrating a mitzvab in 2007 will be
38 im 2032 and likely will b= planning swnts for their
children. They will only hme known the lnrory that they

Brew ap with”
Do Brivmes, OPCE, Fowr Seasons
Phiadelphin

What will we use For
embert alnmen 7
“Commider that the decision-makers of
today grew wp with sarly A0s muwic that's
why yoo see more Earth. Wind & Fire, Huey
Lewis and the Mews, and Hall and Jates. The
decision-rmakers of tomarrow are listening to
todays mmsic, o0 dan't be sorprised o see o
resargence of Eminem,. 30 Cent and Ribarma for
the corparate entertainment of choics im 232"
Dirvid Mierell

“Lurevents will help clients creabe lve enbertainment usng
the ‘AvatarStar’ software program—Lozevents patent
pending. A cl=nt can oeate an avatar by choosing dements
from their favorite entertainem, «.g. Madonmak dance
moves, Britney's Lips, ].Lo's booty and bust, Mariah's voice,
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events, we look ahead another 25 years to the year 2032.

Then the AeatarStar will ‘perform’ at the event.”
Gl Ceorge, [eoomvenrs, Los Anpeley

“Live emtertainment will still be key, but wirtual erertain-
merit will ba a wital part of the indostry Maybe yon can't
bave U2 at your event, but acts will s=ll
virtnal wersions of themsebres that
seem like a completsly costean shoss
for your ewent. The holgraphic
band will be enhanced with Live
dancers and other live elements
ba give more ke
Jon Mickees

What will we use Tor
Iviat s
“Who has time for those anymored At
the press of a tutton, ar even jost thinking a
thonght, the host's face will appear in frant of the invies
wia balogram and give a persomal imvite”

Tioms Berezt

Wihat will event venues look BleT

*Many of the ballmames and event spaces that we enjoy
reme—and that were designed withouot the benefit of svent
produocers invahed—will become obsolete. Event spaces
veill alloww the proper amenities sch as adequate load-io
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and load-out facilities, ad-
equale hang paints in every
ceiling. proper  writing
throughomt for power and
satellite lines, efc”

Limweied Mierredi
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“VREOL—Virtual Reality Orptical Lensss—
and VRAC—¥irhml Reality Andio
vy ips—a disply technalogy that inte-
1oved : 2
gratzs real and wirhal emvimnoments
Juid will be the industry standard. Event
sty will wear beautifully designed
glasses or invisible contact lenses and
tiny ear clips enahling displayed
images and sounds fo “slide” & the
head is twned. In this way, virtual
I v '\-\.h people; ohjects and envirooments—
designed by Luoxesemis to complement
the event theme—appear 1o be stationary
in relaticn to the real envirooment, which
you can still see”
Card Crenrge

“‘Fly Me ta the Moon will be a sandard phrase in airports
skmitling goests to all sorts of stars and space saations™
Towm Berced

“We feel people will begin to s=e all places'spaces as a
venue, As people try to separate themsebees and the

unigneness and creativity of their cwn ’
events from eweryone slse’s; they will
turn towards uoosnal, Jess traditional
plices to sz a5 vennes. Why not build a
larorioms tres homse and party in a canopy
somewhere?! On a plane, on a ghcier—in
space”

-

Lmn and jowtan Carbodts, Ferfier Sarmunidags,
Newpord, B

Wihat will svent food be?
*“Foad will be iy miorsels that are fat - and calorie- fres, taste
like whatewer fattening fond poun chome, and e good for
o all at the same time. There will be different price paints
fiar different levels of frvors—swe= can't Jet a shrimp hite ont
ot the door o the same price & a pretze] bite. Buffets are
= ponexistent and everything is serwed from mowing kiosks,
= wehere you can make your sslection, and it i sereed up an
~ the spot”
Rieth Moyte, Exeraomdinary Benis

Wihat will svent beverages be?
“All harmfal side effecis of aloohel will be genetically

removed from the base liquid, leaving

" anly the pleasant aftereffect. By far the
most expensive ared rare beverage will

be fresh spring water”

Cirrd Ceeorge

What technologles will we rely on?
“¥irhmal enwironments, with everything programmahls
from a single memory stick. Chir snccess in the induostry will
be determined by the difficulty Jevel of the event “experi-
emioe’ that we provide through technology—tor example, o
L0000 DFT esent will definitely cost mare than a 300 DFT
evert. Moving environments e morne expensive. Special
effects likes real waiters and servicg trays add money”

Feurht Mimre

What s:&ntE willl we be oilelr ating?
“Incentree trips on the space shutte”
Mol Brovems, Horith Prodbechionss Lod, Wifow Gane, Fh

Almast M percent of the weddings in 3032 will be
destination-oriented. Global trovel bas besn made cay
with the development of Americas first dedicated

Event Finoiing Professionals, LLC .
Scaffold Flooring
Plywood Sub-flooring
Tip'U Sears
Sky Boxes
Bleacher Scats
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Amesican Turf & Carpet. LLC

Carper Runners

Event Carper
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Srage Carper
Corporate Carpet
Sisal Carpet
Sporting Events
RV Industries
Logo Rugs
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Wedding Trawel Airline, WTA will have a banner year in
2032 and bas created a potent network of hotelidestina-
tian packages that are as economical as stayin g home, and
far mare exciting.”

*1sze an incremse in global summits with the world coming
together peacefially to celsbrate mankind and the acoom-
plishmerits we can face with a united front”

Jor Michieds

“Thae to a generation that bas grown op receiving trophies
for just participating. we're likety to see more awards
related or recognition evemts. While remembering the
ewerhs of 8711, global warming and health care problems,
b, planners and clients will be mare civic-mindsd. Parties
and ewents will be mare prominently attached to a canse.
They will want to imiprove the Ives of athers.”

ey mbing, Bravo Prodeictines, Lowp Beach, Calif.

“Celebrations hawen't changed since the beginning of time.
And even though how they are prodoced and what they
ook like will svolve, the remeon to celebrate the milsstones
will remain.”

David Meferrei

“We = events moving more bowards great comes—
toveards wellness, bealth and a gresner future. Cur genera-
tion will bopefully se= the value of meareness-through-
ewents and embrace the exciting posdhility of evwents o
change omr world.”

Eyan aead Joerlmn Carbosti

What events willl be 5o over?
“Anything having to do with Maxie Hilton, Faris Hiltan's
granddanghter”

Carl (reorge

oS Omn
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; T hope that a
education, ethics
professionalism

8 0T EVery

| planner’s tool belt”

*The "white” party”

Towm Ferci

-« fimel™

“l bope the ‘soper
Swcest 16 partism
will be done with"
Jes Foyer,

Camterlivery [k
Comrervmigy, Long
Beach, Califl

“'Bls parties. They

weren't that good

during the d0s”
Mzt Hrowem

Wil thete be mome or Tewer avant
prefessonals?
“More people on the planet, mare events and more event
planners”

Briaw Achean, C3EF, VIF Benrs, Dalles

“Feveer. People will have realized they can't make a living
and muary will bave sareed to death or elee will have gone
an bo coomipets an “The Apprentice™

Tiom Berczi

*There will be creative coneltarts that invent the conceps
for events and prodoction companies that actually produce
them. The long-term impact of an event will be a lot more
impartant than today since events will be by far the mest
eTperuive con ot with a consumer”

Mz Kamfer, The Evest Co, Mimich, Germmmny!

“Erent producers will weavein mare partners and sponsars
in order to enhance events. The number of event @ip-

pliers who ‘go natiomal will increase, allowing event -

produdion companies to easily provide a wide
range of services in mulkiple marlkets."
T Barie, AMCL Miarieq del Rey, Calif

“I think that a direction that we will ses
miare of in e Frhare will be more collec-
tive ewerh'partner teams Sally Webhb with

the Zpecial Evemt Cov in Loodoo and
Marth Caraling has created an everrt 'collec-
tive’ with Mitchell's Catering, Diesigne by
Sean and Masstmo Prodoctions that will work
urdder a collective wmbrella of ‘Eventology,
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RESOURCES

M This concept creaies a one-stop
shop for a total meeting and event
experisnce, The foor companies will
share office space in the Besearch
Triangle Park area of Marth Caraling
as well as retain their own corporate
brands, dngolr identitiss and sih-
sidiary offices. Eventalogy, HC. com-
panies will continue to work oo indi-
vidual projects as each member bas a
strong eristing cliemt base Tt will
pemomality sirengths of group mem-

biers to bensfit sach ather ®
Diawid Corseal, MlitcheTs Caering.
Rleigh, M.C.

What siclls will event
professonats need?
“Technically smvy people with
incredible persormal commmunication
skills will be at an all-fime preminm.
They will need to mmltitask and
halance busy famihe social and profes-
sionals lves—oh, wart, that's what we
hawe oonaf™

Jom Mefichneis

“1 hope that a focus an education, ethics and professional -
iz will ke an every planner's toal bele”

e Fomyer

“Mars masters and doctoral-level degresd plinners is
very likeh"
Tz Arowm

*Certification designations in the industry—ifor example,
and in some aspects of the industry will most likely be a
requirement for employment?

Steve Krmbile. Steve Benble Bvenr Dlenigm, Datls

“The Intermet enables complete nowvices to
sonro= locations, vandors and ideas, so it
puts the orms an professional planners ko
continue 1o raise their game and focos an

the vahue add of their services. For all the
walue of information on the Internet; how-
ever; one could argne that it has made the
process of choosing rendors and locations
harder, not easier. Twenty-five years ago if
you wanted to hest an elegant banquet in New
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“LLreativity,
imagination and
the ability to use

innovative wuys truly
dictate the
course of ou
visions, no matter
the time or place!

¥ork for example, your chioices
were the Plira, the Pierre, Tavern
an the Gresn, the Waldort and the
Fainboe Boom Yoo could go and
visit them all in one afternooo.
Today, you easily have |0 times as
many legitimate opticns. aloog
with another 50 places that on the
Intzrn=t appear fzasible but in real-
ity are too small, too expensive, etc.
Are yon going o kill 10 daps doing
site inspections? 5o in this regard,
coming op with venue suggestions
does oot add nearly as mmch vahe
to a planner as helping goide them

throngh the plethora of options™
Huvweard Gamer, Pains e Towar e,
T York

“Events will be a lot mome like
theaier pieces or mewies than just
wine-ani-dine with a lot of com-
pany logoe. Event agencies will hire
more people from the TV and
theater world mince they know how
1o fell @ miorys Ik will ke harder o
mitract peaple bo atiend swerns since they hove been dis-
appainted too many times. The long-term impact. of an
event will be & lot mare important than today since
events will b= by far the mort expensive contact with a
ConeImer.”

s Kprafer

“Creativity, imagination and the ability to us= them in
irmnovative ways troly dictate the conrse of our wisions. no
mmatter the time or place”
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